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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE & BACKGROUND

National Renewable Energy Laboratory – November 1999 - Present

· Principal Attorney – Licensing & Intellectual Property providing legal advice and counsel to the organization on all phases of intellectual property and technology issues, including the appropriate application of the export administration laws; Participates in the development, interpretation and administration of policies and procedures on intellectual property and technology transfer.

· Works with management and technical staff to identify inventions, state-of-the-art technology and other types of intellectual property and provides legal counsel to management and staff in the disclosure of such technology.

· Reviews and analyzes technology disclosures to determine how such disclosures should be managed and protected (i.e., through patents, copyrights, trade secrets, trademarks and/or know-how).

· Manages and coordinates the outsourcing of all patent prosecution, both domestic and foreign, with outside counsel.

· Serves as the primary contact with the Department of Energy and outside counsel on all laboratory intellectual property matters.

· Manages all day-to-day functions of the Patent Department, including the responsibilities of patent attorneys, a patent agent, paralegals and support staff.

· Facilitates the transfer of technology (hardware & software) through structuring, negotiation and the drafting of license (patent, software, trademark, copyright, internet and multimedia) and other intellectual property & technology agreements.

· Participates in all phases of the prosecution and acquisition of patent and trademark rights before the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

· Serves as legal counsel for the Technology Transfer Office in support of NREL’s innovation management, commercialization and deployment activities.

National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR) – November 1994 – November 1999

· Manager and Associate Counsel, Intellectual Property Management Program participating in the development, interpretation and administration of policies and procedures on intellectual property and technology transfer. 

· Counseled management and technical staff, including senior scientist, engineers and software programmers, on identifying inventions, technology and other types of intellectual property having commercial value; and provide technical assistance to staff in the disclosure of such technology. 

· Reviewed and analyzed technology disclosures to determine how such disclosures should be managed and protected (i.e., through patents, copyrights, trademarks and/or know-how); and maintained a tracking and reporting system for all identified technology. 

· Managed and coordinated patent prosecution, both domestic and foreign, with outside counsel. 

· Participated in the negotiation of the transfer of technology and drafted license and other intellectual property agreements related to such technology. 

· Provided legal advice to management and laboratory staff on intellectual property and technology issues. 

· Business Liability and Insurance Director – this position reported to the Vice president, Finance and Administration and provided advisory legal services to the organization and managed UCAR’s insurance and risk management programs.

· Provided legal counsel, executive level support, advice and services to the Vice President, Finance and Administration, her senior staff (Associate Vice President Human Resources, Associate Vice President Business Services, etc.) and other UCAR management, as requested, in areas affecting the rights, obligations and privileges of employees, officers, directors and the company.

· Provided management and oversight over UCAR’s insurance, risk management and property and casualty insurance programs.  Reviewed and analyzed all areas of corporate risk associated with new and changing program requirements.  Ensured that all contractual agreements of the corporation were reviewed for compliance with good risk management policies and risk reduction and/or avoidance techniques.
· Provided executive level business support to the Associate Vice President, Business Services and participated in planning, developing, formulating, and administering of the policies, procedures, rules and regulations governing the activities of the organization’s programs.
· Advised Contracts Office staff on general legal and insurance issues.  Assisted in drafting, reviewing and negotiating non-routine and complex agreements.  Analyzed terms and conditions of proposed contracts and agreements for potential risks and liabilities and provided executive management with a risk assessment prior to execution of these documents.

· Manager, Facilities Engineering & Space Management (Five Month Special Assignment) responsible for the preservation of existing physical facilities, adaptation of existing facilities to accommodate new requirements, construction of new facilities, evaluation of existing mechanical and electrical systems for performance, reliability, and efficiency, analyses of facility space/service problems and development of alternative solutions, development of concept designs and cost estimates for use by the UCAR/NCAR divisions in planning for the activities described above, development of plans and specifications for new or retrofit construction projects, coordination of the work, contracted engineers for larger scale design projects, performance of field inspections for construction contracts on UCAR/NCAR facilities, assistance to maintenance personnel with troubleshooting and consultation on operations, maintenance, and repair of existing mechanical and electrical systems. 
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation/Resolution Trust Corporation 1993 - 1994 

· Staff Attorney (Litigation Section) for the FDIC/RTC in the liquidation of assets providing legal services and advice on legal issues and problems arising out of the FDIC's role as receiver. 

· Appeared in state and Federal courts to represent FDIC interest in litigation cases. Conducted legal research and prepared legal opinions and memoranda covering non-litigated matters. 

· Represented FDIC in conferences, negotiations and consummation of settlements in major litigation or non-litigation matters involving multi-million dollar claims with debtors, debtors' legal counsel, and participatory banks' counsel. 

· Tendered advice in role of expert advisor in sensitive cases of specialized asset area, such as real estate, commercial, directors' liability, bulk sale of assets, etc. 

· Prepared memoranda-of-law, pleadings, motions, briefs, judgments, orders, decrees, and other legal documents incidental to the prosecution or defense of litigation to which the liquidation is a party or in the case of adverse judgments; prepared appeals, briefs, petitions for certiorari, and all other documents required in order to obtain judicial review of such adverse judgments. 

· Managed outside counsel, which was been retained to handle legal matters, furnishing necessary information on developments, status, time, requirements, etc. 

Mountain States Employers Council, Inc. January - March 1993 

· Attorney at Law providing consultation and assistance on all state and federal governmental regulations impacting the employee/employer relationship. 

· Extended counsel to member clients in all aspects of discipline of employees and related matters. Drafted legal documentation and contracts in conjunction with employee relationships and guidelines. 

· Furnished counsel and representation to employers in unemployment hearings and defense of discrimination charges before the Colorado Civil Rights Division and the EEOC. 

· Tendered presentations to management and employee groups on a variety of legal and personnel matters. 

ARC Professional Services Group November 1983 - January 1993 

· Director, Group Manager, Electrical Engineer of a technical consulting profit Center with a $7.5 million budget and a staff of twenty-eight professional employees. 

· Provided design and management services in the public utility industry, including telecommunications, data communications, office automation, management analysis and system operation and maintenance. 

· Negotiated, managed, and implemented contracts with large and small companies. 

· Developed business plans and strategies including financial forecasting and tracking. 

· Communicated effectively and maintained good relationships with company employees, corporate senior management and the Government (U.S. Department of Energy, Western Area Power Administration) client served. 

Law Office of Paul White - September 1986 - February 1989 

· Owner of part-time law practice - prepared all pleadings and participated in all phases of trial in the County and District Courts of Colorado. 

· Provided legal advice and negotiated settlements pertaining to foreclosures, general business and corporate law, (contracts, bankruptcy law, intellectual property including patent, trademark, and copyright law, domestic relations law, and estate matters).

The Pena Law Office - January 1986 - June 1986 

· Attorney at Law handling cases in various stages of discovery, negotiation, settlement, and litigation. 

· Drafted pleadings, motions, and briefs and conducted legal research and initiated settlements. 

· Provided services in the areas of personal injury, workmen's compensation, contracts, real estate, social security, disability, and family law. 

Manville Corporation - May 1983 - November 1983 

· Attorney - supervised a group of law clerks that identified and categorized documents in response to discovery order in asbestos claim litigation. 

General Electric Company - June 1981 - November 1982 

· Patent Attorney in Washington, D.C. Patent Operation practicing before the US Patent & Trademark Office. 

· Prepared and prosecuted patent applications. 

Public Service Company of Colorado – June 1975 – November 1978

· Electrical Engineer responsible for the analysis and design of the electric distribution system in the southwest quadrant of the city of Denver.

ACADEMIC DEGREES AND PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

· Seattle University, (formally, University of Puget Sound School of Law) Juris Doctor Degree

· University of Colorado, Bachelor of Science Degree - Electrical Engineering

· University of Colorado, Completed 50%, Master of Science Degree - Electrical Engineering

· University of Denver, Graduate School of Business and Public Management, Certificate in Management

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
· Supreme Court of the State of Colorado

· Supreme Court of the State of Washington 

· U.S. Patent & Trademark Office 

· U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado

· U.S. District Court for the Federal Circuit

PAST & PRESENT ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICE

· President, Denver Chapter, American Association of Blacks in Energy

· General Counsel, American Association of Blacks in Energy

· General Counsel, United Stated Taekwon-Do Federation

· Broker Associate, Sterling Real Estate Group, Inc.

· Jefferson County Board of Realtors

· National Association of Realtors

· Board Member, Community Shares of Colorado

· Advisory Board Member, Colorado Association of Black Professional Engineers and Scientists

· Colorado & Denver Bar Associations

· Patent and Trademark Section of the Colorado Bar Association

· Sam Cary Bar Association

· American Patent Law Society

· Board Member, Inner City Health Center

· Tutor, Minority Bar Program – University of Denver

· Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers

· Toastmasters International

· Colorado Bar Association, Thursday Night Bar Program

· Tutor, George Washington High School

· Professional Photographer, Certificate in Photography, New York Institute of Photography
· 6th Degree Blackbelt – United States Taekwon-Do Federation
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